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According to the Joint Economic Committee, the ave can is likely to see his standard of 
living substantially reduced in the 1980’s unless the ickening in the Nation’s productivity 
growth. The Committee, in a mid-year analysis, said that a gloomy decade ahead could be avoided 
if the Federal Government moved to raise the economy’s productivity. It added that greater output 
per man hour is the “economic linchpin of the 1980’s.”” 


A study prepared by the National Academy of Sciences has set conservation of energy resources as the 
highest priority in any future energy policy. For the past five years, some 250 economists, scientists, 
engineers and business leaders have worked on the report which calls for improved energy efficiency to 
help solve long-range energy problems. The report, Energy in Transition, was prepared by an ad hoc 
group known as the Committee on Nuclear and Alternative Energy Systems. 


HUD Takes Legal Action Against Mississippi Developers 


HUD has asked the U.S. District Court for the Eastern District of Louisiana to order developers of the 
Rolling Hills Estates Subdivision in Pearl River County, Mississippi, to stop violating requirements of 
the Interstate Land Sales Full Disclosure Act. The Department’s Office of Interstate Land Sales 
Registration said the developers have continuously ignored notices that they suspend sales in the 
subdivision located some 50 miles northeast of New Orleans. 


The complaint charges that the defendants failed to file a formal registration with HUD and did not 
furnish prospective lot buyers with a property report required by law. The report contains significant 
information about the property which a consumer could use in deciding whether to sign a contract. 


New York Housing Complex Accused of Discrimination 


Starrett City, one of the largest housing complexes in the City of New York, has been charged with racial 
discrimination. The Open Housing Center, the Metropolitan Council of the NAACP and the Fair 
Housing Clinic of the Columbia University Law School have filed a class action suit in Federal court 
alleging that they have been denied housing at the Brooklyn housing complex because of the use of a 
‘*racially exclusionary quota designed to limit the number of minority residents and to otherwise maintain 
it as a predominantly white development.’’ 


The suit charges those responsible with ‘‘placing eligible black applicants on a waiting list while holding 
apartments off the market to be rented to whites whenever they apply.”’ It said that some of the plaintiffs 
have been on the waiting list since 1976. The three groups which filed the complaint also allege that blacks 
are discouraged from applying for apartments in the development while others are actively sought out and 
encouraged to move in. The Open Housing Center says the suit is the culmination of an intense, five-year 
effort to force Starrett City to comply with fair housing laws. It says it has filed some 40 individuals 
complaints with supervising agencies previously. 








Moderate Income Mortgage Insurance Nears $100 Billion 


According to John C. Williamson, executive vice president of the Mortgage Insurance Companies of 
America (MICA), private mortgage insurance-in-force on loans for one-to-four family homes will total 
more than $100 billion during the first quarter of this year. It will mark the first time the $100 billion level 
has been reached in the private sector. The 1979 total was $95.2 billion. The level surpasses even that of 
the Federal Housing Administration (FHA), Williamson said. 


Writing in the February 1980 issue of the Mortgage Banker, Williamson said that private mortgage 
insurance has become a major factor in facilitating homeownership for moderate-income families. Started 
22 years ago as a single company with assets of only $250,000, the private mortgage insurance industry 
has experienced explosive growth, Williamson said. Prior to 1957, mortgage insurance ‘‘was the 
exclusive province of the Federal Government — the Federal Housing Administration and the Veterans 
Administration,’’ he added. 


HUD Proposes Rule Changes in Small Cities Program 


HUD has submitted proposed changes in the Small Cities Program to Congress for review. Recently 
enacted legislation authorizes the Congress to review certain HUD rules for 15 calendar days prior to 
issuance. The rule would revise the regulations for the Small Cities Program of the Community 
Development Block Grants Program (CDBG). Most of the changes would clarify existing policies and 
procedures, but some substantive changes with respect to procedures and program standards are 
proposed. The important changes include: 


@ elimination of the housing needs factors as part of the selection system; 
© implementing a new method of computing the poverty needs factors; 


@ replacing criteria dealing with State policies and a community’s position as a regional career with 
points awarded at a State’s recommendation; 


© adding impact criteria dealing with economic development and energy conservation; and 


© implementing a néw standard of awarding points for participation in an Areawide Housing 
Opportunity Plan. 


Additional information on the proposed changes may be obtained from Burton Bloomberg, director, 
Office of Regulations, Office of the General Counsel, 451-7th Street, S.W., Washington, D.C. 20410 
(202/755-6207). 


Housing Survey Will Cover 15 Metropolitan Areas 


The housing survey conducted annually by the Bureau of the Census for HUD will cover some 15 
metropolitan areas across the Nation. Scheduled to end in March 1981, it will provide updated data on 
an estimated 116,000 housing units in 15 standard metropolitan statistical areas (SMSA’s). The survey 
is separate from the current decennial census which began April 1, and will include SMSA’s in 
California, New York, Michigan, Tennessee, Pennsylvania, Indiana, Oklahoma, Illinois, Alabama, 
Kentucky, Rhode Island, Massachusetts, Arkansas and Utah. 


Surveyors will obtain information from occupied housing units by interviewing occupants. Information 
from unoccupied units will be obtained from landlords, rental agents, realtors or knowledgeable 
neighbors. Each household in the survey will receive an introductory letter in the mail before the 
interview is conducted. Results of the study also will provide data on the characteristics of occupants 
who move in and out over the years, as well as the types of units they live in. 


Before the annual surveys were started, housing data came from the 10-year census, irregular studies, 
and one-time special surveys. The HUD-Census survey results are expected to become available about 
16 months after completion of the interviews. Data will be published for the SMSA’s as well as for their” 
central city or cities and the areas outside the city. 


HAC Urges Improvement in Federal Indian Housing Programs 


Harold O. Wilson, director of the Housing Assistance Council (HAC) has proposed modifications to 
existing Federal Indian housing programs and the establishment of a revolving loan fund to heip finance 
single-family Indian housing. He described American Indians as ‘‘the worst housed segment of the 
United States population,’’ and said his proposals would serve as the basis for comprehensive legislation 
that could begin to ‘eliminate the deplorable Indian housing conditions that exist in this country today.”’ 


Using data from a 1978 Government Accounting Office (GAO) report, Wilson noted that 60 percent of 
all Indian families were living in substandard housing and said that overcrowding is severe. Government 
efforts to correct these conditions, he said, have not been effective. The HAC spokesman called for an 
operating subsidy for HUD’s Mutual Help Homeownership Opportunity Program. Adoption of the plan, 
he said, would prevent many lower-income Indian families from being evicted when they are unable to 
meet rent, utility and maintenance expenses. 


ANHD Booklet Tells Consumers How to Save on Fuel Oil 


Cheaper by the Million, a new how-to booklet published by the Association of Neighborhood Housing 
Developers (ANHD), said that joint purchasing is an effective way for consumers to ‘‘have an impact 
on the high economic forces which to a large extent control their lives.’ The booklet explains in detail 
how groups of homeowners, tenant associations or private landlords can save money by joining together 
to buy fuel oil in bulk. The ANHD based the information on its experiences with a fuel purchasing 
consortium which saved 10 cents per gallon on a half million gallons of heating oil for a yearly savings 
of $50,000. The consortium arrangement, the ANHD says, means that members have no liability for 
each other’s debts, but are joined only through the association’s centralized administration of their fuel 
purchases and payments. The booklet, which contains sample documents to illustrate every step of the 
consortium process, is available for $3.00 postpaid from the ANHD, 115 East 23rd Street, New York, 
N.Y. 10010 (212/674-7610). 


HUD Creates New Housing Post 


HUD Assistant Secretary for Housing-Federal Housing Commissioner Lawrence B. Simons has 
announced the creation of a new Office of Policy and Budget within the Office of Housing. At the same 
time he announced the selection of Anthony S. Freedman to head the newly created office as acting 
deputy assistant secretary. Freedman will be responsible for reviewing existing and proposed housing 
policies and advising on agency programs, including the development of legislative proposals and 
housing market data. His office also will serve as a focal point for the resolution of issues which cut 
across program jurisdictions. 


Freedman, 34, is currently director of policy and program development for the Office of Housing. A 
native of New York City, he joined HUD in 1978. A graduate of New York City College and the 
Stanford Law School, he previously held positions with the Environmental Protection Agency and the 
Budget Committee of the U.S. House of Representatives. 


Massachusetts Plans to Fund State-Assisted Mortgages 


Shirley Parish, executive director of the Massachusetts Home Mortgage Finance Agency (MHMFA) 
says that 85 mortgage lenders throughout the State have agreed to take part ina MHMFA program to 
provide mortgage financing to low- and moderate-income homeowners. The program will begin when the 
agency can raise enough money through the sale of tax-exempt revenue bonds to purchase eligible 
mortgages. The MHMFA has been authorized by the General Court of the Commonwealth to obtain 
such funds by selling up to $75 million in tax-exempt revenue bonds. Parish estimates the interest rate on 
the average MHMFA-assisted mortgage would be between 11.5 percent and 12.25 percent. 





FYI 


National Journal. . . The Fifth Annual National Leadership Conference on Health 
Policy. . . Washington, D.C. June 16-17, 1980. Details: Barbara Norris, NJ, 1730 M Street, N.W., 
Washington, D.C. 20036 (202/857-1400). 


National Youth Work Alliance. . . National Conference on Youth Alternatives. . . Washington, 
D.C., June 18-21, 1980. Details: John Convent, NYWA, 1346 Connecticut Avenue, N.W., 
Washington, D.C. 20036. 


Office of Personnel Management (OPA). . . Symposium on Regulatory Reform. . . for Federal 
executives and managers who would like more information on the regulatory process and proposed 
changes. . . Washington, D.C., June 26-27, 1980. Details: Government Affairs Institute, Executive 
Personnel and Management Development, OPA, P.O. Box 988, Washington, D.C. 20004 (202/632- 
5662). 


Pacific Coast Builders Conference (PCBC). . . 22nd Annual PCBC conference presented by the 
California Building Industry Association featuring the 1980 Gold Nugget Awards for residential, 
commercial and industrial building in 13 Western States. . . San Francisco, Calif. , June 26-29, 1980. 
Details: PCBC, Suite 1226, Russ Building, 235 Montgomery Street, San Francisco, Calif. , 94104 
(415/981-1067). 


The Applied Population Laboratory (APL) and the Wisconsin State Data Center 

(WSDC). . . Census Analysis Workshop. . . Madison, Wisc., June 30-July 1, 1980. Details: APL/ 
WSDC, 1450 Linden Drive, the University of Wisconsin-Madison, Madison, Wisc. , 53706 (608/262- 
3097). 


The City of Baltimore. . . the Public Art Process at the Municipal Level, Baltimore, Md., June 2-3, 
1980. Details: Mary Anne E. Mears, Workshop Coordinator, 2719 North Calvert Street, Baltimore, 
Md., 21218 (301/243-4316). 
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